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Lesson 1: Transportation inequities 
mean 
people  experience  stree ts diffe rently





BIPOC are  
overrepresented in 
fatality statistics



Black and Latino cyclists face  
greate r risks for crashes 

In a study of 7,088 bicycle  
crashes:
● Black cyclists faced 

disproportionate  risk of 
crashes

● Reasons for crashes varied by 
demographic group

● Lower traffic or bike 
infrastructure didn’t help POC
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Identity and ne ighborhood are  crucial 
factors in understanding safe  trave l 
behavior 

● Peers, family, and CBOs 
influence  cycling among 
immigrants

● Cycling may be  taboo or not fit 
the  integration narrative

● Gentrification + cycling is a  
thorny issue
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Lesson 2:
Safe  doesn’t always mean 
safe



Black cyclists face  particular barrie rs,
have  particular responses to threats
Common barrie rs

● Crime/personal security
● Inadequate  infrastructure
● Racial profiling
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Black cyclists in high-poverty 
ne ighborhoods pre fe r visible , not 
necessarily quie t stree ts
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Recent events highlight the  dangers of 
police  enforcement to Black cyclists



Crime is a 
key barrie r to 
walking too

Barajas, Je sus M., Kate  M. Beck, Jill F. 
Coope r, Ana Lopez, and Amanda 
Reynosa. “How Effective  Are  Community 
Pedestrian Safe ty Training Workshops? 
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California .” Journal of Transport & Health
12 (2019): 183–94.



Lesson 3: Infrastructure  
inequitie s compound other 
inequitie s



Vision Zero Chicago Action 
Plan , 2017-2019

Police  engagement is a central 
component of Chicago’s VZ 
plan



“Illegal” behaviors are  rational responses 
to planning deficiencies

• Cyclists generally prefer off-
stree t, separated infrastructure

• But cyclists ride  on sidewalks 
along high-traffic roads when no 
other infrastructure

• Everyone  (using all modes) has 
broken a traffic rule
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Is policing the  right safe ty inte rvention?

Sidewalk riding is generally riskie r than riding most other places
• 1.8 to 16 times the  risk of riding on road
• Comparisons mixed: more  dangerous riding against traffic, as 

dangerous as riding on mixed-used paths with pedestrians
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Is policing the  right safe ty inte rvention?

(Traffic) policing is disparate , racist, and 
unjust

• Data from 20  million vehicle  stops showed 
pervasive  racial disparitie s

• In Chicago, bicycle  citations issued twice  as 
often in Black ne ighborhoods compared to 
othe rs (56% of ticke ts in 2018)

• Discre tionary stops (like  bike  ticke ting) drive  
the  racial bias in traffic enforcement; traffic 
injury responses and traffic safe ty violations do 
not
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Research goal

To what extent is planning complicit in the  
overpolicing of Black and Brown communitie s 
(using cycling as a case  study)?
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Citations per 1,000 residents
2017-2019



Incident rate of tickets per segment

Street characteristics

More  like lyLess like ly



Takeaway: Clear associations be tween 
infrastructure , disadvantage , and policing
● Greatest incidence  of ticke ts in Black ne ighborhoods
● Bike  infrastructure  on major stree ts lowered ticke t incidence

○ But disproportionate ly absent from Black/Latino ne ighborhoods
○ Sidewalk riding like ly an adaptation to unsafe  stree ts

● Safe ty not linked to enforcement
○ Instead linked to crime  prevention strategies (CPD quote )



What can planners and policymakers do?

● Reconsider the  role  of enforcement in traffic safe ty
● Invest in infrastructure

○ Lack of infrastructure  compounds inequitie s
○ But work in close  collaboration with community members

● Be attentive  to the  inte rsections of identity and mobility
○ Needs diffe r across groups
○ Sometimes e fforts fail to count the  diffe rences
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